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Feversham when he was in the country; that some ill construction would be made 'of this proceeding, that it must look very strange to receive and make much of my lord when he came to ask his daughter in marriage, and to put either himself or my lord out of doors when he came to marry her, and by his consent under his own hand, that he should use his hand to subscribe his consent, and deny to give it her in pursuance of it. How would this sound to the wise part of the world, that he should thus interfere with himself, either he was indiscreet to promise it, or not wise to deny to perform it. To be firm and what we appear is the best character of a great man, and the best security to his friends and dependents. But if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who can prepare themselves for the battle ? In short, for this and many other reasons I desired him only to withdraw those hasty expressions of not giving his daughter in the ceremony (when he had given her in act), and of going from Welbeck if my Lord Feversham came. He returned me thanks for my letter, received it patiently, but was not to be moved. The duchess wrote me word that after I was come from Welbeck, the Duke came to her and her daughter and used them very roughly in discourse, told her she was led by her daughter, and women must now be glad of husbands at any rate, &c., which so galled the young lady that she' declared since her father was so averse to this marriage, she would .live single till both father and mother agreed on a husband for her.1
October 20.     I gave my Lord Feversham an account
1 A letter from Thrybergli, October 19, 1G87, in the Spencer collection, runs thus : ' I am sorry to hear of the afflictions of your family, and pray God to restore you to satisfaction in your own, which you have so cheerfully procured to others. The duke hath behaved himself after so brutal a manner in the last issue of that matter that I know not how to retail it to your lordship without too much trouble to your lordship and without some to myself. I have drawn his true portraiture this post to my Lord Fever-sham, where you may see enough of him, and no sign-painter can venture to draw such a "figure often over.'